Characters in plays to be used on Paper 2 for IB English Literature Exams May 2013

	The Importance of Being Earnest  1895
	Oscar Wilde
	The Crucible

1953
	Arthur Miller
	Dr. Faustus

1592
	Christopher Marlowe
	Hamlet

1600-01
	William Shakespeare

	John Worthing
	Known as Ernest to his city friends and as Jack in the country.  He doesn’t know his personal history except that he was found in a handbag in Victoria Station.  Loves Gwendolen & is guardian to Cecily.
	John Proctor
	Protagonist, husband to Elizabeth, affair with 
Abigail Williams
	Doctor Faustus
	Brilliant 16th Century scholar who desires knowledge and makes a pact with the devil
	Hamlet
	Prince of Denmark, son of King Hamlet & Queen Gertrude, nephew of Claudius. Student at Wittenberg who returns to Elsinore at his father’s death.

	Algernon Moncrieff
	Lives in the city & is friend to Jack/Earnest.  Nephew of Lady Bracknell – in love with Cecily.  Invents Bunbury.
	Elizabeth Proctor
	Wife to John, accused by Abigail of witchcraft
	Mephostophilis
	Lucifer’s henchman who serves Faustus
	Claudius
	King of Denmark, uncle to Hamlet, wife of Gertrude.  Gained the throne by murdering King Hamlet

	Gwendolen Fairfax
	Daughter of Lady Bracknell, loves Jack & the name Ernest.
	Abigail Williams
	Rev. Parris’s neice, former servant to the Proctors, affair with John, leader of the girls.
	Lucifer
	Prince of devils.
	Gertrude
	Queen of Denmark, wife to Claudius, widow of King Hamlet, mother of Prince Hamlet.

	Cecily Cardew
	Jack’s ward and niece.  Loves Algernon & the name Ernest.
	Rev. John Hale
	Minister who is an expert on witchcraft who came to Salem to examine Parris’s daughter Betty
	Wagner
	Faustus’s student and servant who, with Robin, acquires some magical abilities
	Ophelia
	Daughter of Polonius, sister of Laertes, object of Prince Hamlet’s affections

	Lady Bracknell
	Aunt of Algernon, mother of Gwendolen. A respected member of the aristocracy.
	Rev. Parris
	Minister in Salem, paranoid, power-hungry; disliked by John
	Robin
	Servant and clown to Wagner who acquires some magical abilities
	Horatio
	Friend of Hamlet, fellow student at Wittenberg. Returns for King Hamlet’s burial

	Dr. Chasuble
	Rector of Manor House who flirts with Miss Prism.
	Rebecca Nurse
	Wife of Francis Nurse, most wise and upright woman in Salem; victim of the witchcraft.
	Good Angel
	Spirit who attempts to save the soul of Faustus
	Laertes
	Son of Polonius, brother of Ophelia.  Seeks to avenge his father’s death.

	Miss Prism
	Cecily’s governess.  Has a mysterious past including former employment with Lady Bracknell.  She was responsible for the “loss” of baby Jack/Ernest.
	Francis Nurse
	Wealthy and influential respected man
	Evil or Bad Angel
	Opposing force to the good angel who convinces Faustus that repentance is not possible and that devils will tear him to pieces if he tries
	Polonius
	Counselor to King Claudius, father to Laertes & Ophelia.  Meddles in Hamlet’s affairs; often a know-it-all who is the object of Hamlet’s ridicule.

	Lane
	Algernon’s manservant.
	Deputy Governor Danforth
	Deputy Gov. of Massachusetts who looms over the Salem witch trials.
	Valdes
	Magician who instructs Faustus in the dark arts.
	Rosencrantz & Guildenstern
	Childhood friends of Hamlet who betray him, spy on him for Claudius, and ultimately die in England.

	Merriman
	Butler at Manor House.
	Giles Corey
	Elderly, feisty farmer famous for his lawsuits.  Wife Martha is accused of witchcraft.  Pressed to death
	Cornelius
	Magician who instructs Faustus in the art of black magic.
	Marcellus & Bernardo,

Francisco
	Officers who witness the ghost at the beginning of the play.

	
	
	Thomas Putnam
	Wealthy, influential man in Salem.  Uses witch trials to increase land.
	Three Scholars
	Students of Faustus who come to search for Faustus at the beginning and ending of the play.
	Fortinbras
	Prince of Norway who seeks to avenge his father’s death and inspires Hamlet to do the same.

	
	
	Ann Putnam
	Thomas’s wife.  Gave birth to 8, only one survived.
	Beelzebub
	A devil.
	Ghost of King Hamlet
	Appears to several, speaks only to Hamlet (except “Swear, swear.”) He orders Hamlet to avenge his murder.

	
	.
	Ruth Putnam
	Child to Thomas and Ann.  Danced in woods, now in stupor
	Deadly Sins: Pride, Sloth, Covetousness, Envy, Wrath, Gluttony, Lechery
	Seven deadly sins who appear before and delight Faustus with the prospects of what he’ll find in hell.
	Osric
	Invites Hamlet to challenge Laertes in swordplay.

	
	
	Tituba
	Black slave from Barbados.  Performs voodoo at Abigail’s request
	Dick
	A clown
	
	

	
	
	Mary Warren
	Servant to John and Eliz. Proctor.  Member of Abigail’s group.
	Pope Adrian
	Pope who is humiliated by Faustus when disguised as cardinals
	
	

	
	
	Betty Parris
	Daughter to Rev. Parris.  Strange stupor after dancing in forest.
	Horse-Courser
	Clown who makes the mistake of buying a horse from Faustus
	
	

	
	
	Martha Corey
	Giles Corey’s wife whose reading gets her arrested.
	Helen of Troy
	Mute character who seduces Faustus
	
	

	
	
	Ezekiel Cheever
	Clerk of court.  Determined to do duty.
	Chorus
	Single actor who gives the prologue introducing the plot and the final comments of the play.
	
	

	
	
	Judge Hathorne
	Judge who presides over the witch trials
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Herrick
	Marshal of Salem.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Mercy Lewis
	Servant to Putnam, Member of Abigail’s group.
	
	
	
	


